Latest News
	From Welding Novice to Working Professional in One Year
Monday, January 29, 2024 - 5:17pm  

  
    Twenty-one-year-old Camyra Sawyer was the first woman to complete the Welding Technology program at the Career and Advanced Technology Center (CATC) in Spring ‘23. Now the Philly native is already in the second month of her first job where she builds nuclear containers at Holtec. In an industry where women make up less than 8% of the workforce, Camyra is making her way forward with a dedication to her craft, a tenacious attitude, and a network of mentors to propel her toward her goals. 
When she first graduated high school, Camyra began working towards a degree in Mechanical Engineering at another local college. But she found the teaching style to be impersonal, and because she wasn’t having a good experience, she eventually left school. 
Unsure of what to do next, Camyra’s aptitude for technical and creative work, as well as guidance from her relatives, pointed her towards welding. Camyra excelled in her high school wood shop class, and her family told her about how rewarding a career in welding can be. “My uncle has a lot of friends that are welders, and he was telling me they really like it,” Camyra said. “He's a contractor welder, and […] my other uncle was an underwater welder.”
The next decision was where to go for formal training. For Camyra, the choice between CCP and other schools came down to affordability. The College’s program turned out to be much more affordable than other options. 
Camyra enrolled in the Welding Technology program in Fall of ‘22, taking hands-on classes during the day from October until May to receive her certification. The program started out in the classroom, where each student had to pass a test on welding safety before getting to work in the welding room. After passing the safety component, students moved on to learn principles of welding, stick, TIG and MIG welding, how to read blueprints and more. 
From the beginning, Camyra could tell she had found a learning environment where she could thrive. 
“When I came to CCP I thought, ‘I really hope I have one of those teachers that you can just have a normal conversation with,’” she said. “When I met Mr. Poe, he was so nice right off the bat.” 
Camyra was pleasantly surprised that when her instructor, David Poe, introduced himself, he shook everyone’s hands. One characteristic that really stood out, Camyra said, was “when he said ‘I have all my students’ phone numbers, and my [previous students] text me and give me updates on how they're doing at their job [or] when they get a new job, or what they bought with the money they were able to get from their welding jobs.” 
This personable style of teaching created an environment where Camyra could patiently learn the craft, embracing the ups and downs that come with picking up any new skill. When Camyra started out, she was nervous to work with potentially dangerous materials like acetylene. “[Mr. Poe] was very encouraging, saying, ‘Camyra, you know you can do it. I'm going to just stay here watch.’ He watched me practice a lot of times. He never gets upset. He never gets angry. He's very patient. He was a really good teacher,” said Camyra. “It's like a one-on-one experience from him even though you're in a classroom full of people.”
Camyra found her passion in the classroom, and is now headed towards a dynamic career with many possibilities. “I like welding for a simple fact that it makes you very creative,” she said. “You can do nuclear [welding], which I'm doing now. You can make doors or railings or furniture for people. You can do underwater welding. There’s a lot of different components that you can choose from; you just don't have to stick to one thing and do that one thing all the time.”
When Camyra applied to her job at Holtec, Poe was there to help her with her resume. After two interviews and a welding test, she received a congratulatory email with a job offer in October. 
Working continuously to improve her skills, Camyra plans to add to her arsenal of welding styles through the welding school offered by her employer, with the goal of eventually working in the medical field. “[When I’m around 22], and I’ve saved a good amount of money, I want to do orbital welding classes and work in a hospital,” said Camyra.
While being a woman welding is rewarding, it comes with its own set of challenges. Camyra said that when she first started, some younger welders would treat her differently than their male co-workers since they weren’t used to working with women. “I felt like a lot of the men in there didn't really take me seriously simply because I'm a girl,” she said. 
As she was determined to succeed, Camyra eventually spoke to her co-workers about these issues, expressing that this was her first industry job and she hoped they’d be more understanding. They had an open dialogue, and Camyra said she’s now close to many of her co-workers. 
For other women interested in entering this field, Camyra has a few words of advice. “You really need to speak up and stand your ground. Ask all the questions!”
	Philly artist with genetic disability inspires patients at Bryn Mawr Rehab (video)
Wednesday, January 10, 2024 - 5:05pm  

  
    As part of 6abc’s Hometown Heroes series, CCP educator Kelly McQuain is being recognized for his career as a painter and poet. His art is on display at Bryn Mawr Rehab's Art Ability Exhibit.
  

  
    6ABC Action News 
	Philadelphia: Week of actions shows solidarity with Palestine
Wednesday, January 10, 2024 - 4:57pm  

  
    Students from Temple University, Drexel University and Community College of Philadelphia marched to City Hall for a rally to call for a cease-fire in the war between Israel and Palestine and to protest local news coverage of the conflict.
  

  
    Workers World
	Five ways the Parker administration can help immigrants in Philadelphia
Wednesday, January 10, 2024 - 4:56pm  

  
    For Philadelphia to be truly welcoming, we must have a language access plan that works for all languages. Philly has English language learning opportunities, like CCP’s English as a Second Language Institute, but efforts need to expand across the city.
  

  
    The Philadelphia Inquirer
	New mayor aims to make Philadelphia safer, cleaner
Wednesday, January 10, 2024 - 4:24pm  

  
    To foster job creation in the city, Mayor-elect Cherelle Parker said she will enhance the Power Up Your Business program. Created in partnership with CCP, the program teaches basic business skills to entrepreneurs and small businesses.
  

  
     Capital Analytics Associates
	28 Philadelphia School District kids will row Head of the Schuylkill this weekend thanks to this free program
Wednesday, January 10, 2024 - 4:21pm  

  
    Myi Harte described Philadelphia City Rowing as a second home for him. Harte is a PCR varsity men’s coach and boatyard assistant, as well as a student at Community College of Philadelphia.
  

  
    The Philadelphia Inquirer
	Procrastinator’s guide to the 2023 November election in Philadelphia
Wednesday, January 10, 2024 - 3:13pm  

  
    The Billy Penn created a cheat sheet for Election Day, with bios for every candidate on the ballot. Anthony Phillips, the Democratic incumbent councilmember for District 9, is a PhD student at the University of Massachusetts and has worked at Community College of Philadelphia and has taught at a charter high school in Philly.
  

  
    Billy Penn at WHYY
	How would Democratic mayoral candidate Cherelle Parker support startup growth, digital equity and workforce development?
Wednesday, January 10, 2024 - 3:08pm  

  
    Democratic mayoral candidate Cherelle Parker said she would like to see a stronger relationship between area public schools and Community College of Philadelphia to offer college-level courses to students. Parker also said she has secured funds for CCP’s Power Up Your Business, which supports small business owners in Philly.
  

  
    Technical.ly
	Community College of Philadelphia honors Lindy Family with 2023 Judge Edward R. Becker Citizenship Award (video)
Wednesday, January 10, 2024 - 3:07pm  

  
    CCP leadership presented this year’s Judge Edward R. Becker Citizenship Award to philanthropists Alan, Elaine and Frank Lindy during a special presentation and breakfast.
  

  
    6ABC Action News 
	Penn, Drexel, and Temple students demand recognition of Gaza from universities amid fears of doxing and retaliation
Wednesday, January 10, 2024 - 3:03pm  

  
    Shane Mosley, a former Drexel student who now attends Community College of Philadelphia, said he is hopeful that students could pressure their institutions to, at the minimum, clarify their support for students who show support for people in Gaza and the West Bank.
  

  
    The Philadelphia Inquirer

