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Guide to Library Assignments for Faculty 

 
Information Literacy is the abil ity to recognize a need for information, to 
persist in acquiring it ,  and to understand the value of it  in personal,  work 
and academic l i fe.  
 
Based on our exper ience prov id ing instruct ion and reference serv ices,  we can 
p inpoint  some factors that  contr ibute to the ef fect iveness of  a  research 
ass ignment and others which contr ibute to research f rustrat ion.    
 
The fo l lowing suggest ions are of fered by the l ibrary facul ty in the sp i r i t  of  
enhanc ing the research process and product  for  students,  instructors,  and 
l ibrar ians.  
 
•  Schedule one or  more l ibrary sessions to provide your students with ski l ls ,  

awareness of  avai lable sources,  advice on developing search strategies.  
Require students to use the resources of  the Library.  

 
•  Never  assume that  your  s tudents  have adequate  l ib rary  sk i l l s .  Comfor t  w i th  

computers  does  not  equa l  in format ion l i te racy .   
 
•  State what you expect  the student to learn as a result  of  the assignment.  

How do object ives for  the assignment f i t  in  with your course object ives?  
 
•  Avo id  ass ignment  o f  a  s ing le  top ic  to  an ent i re  c lass .  A ler t  l ib rar ians  to  an upcoming 

ass ignment  that  w i l l  requ i re  heavy l ib rary use .  Ensure  that  the l ib rary  resources  are  
adequate  fo r  the ass ignment .   

 
•  Enable the students to choose their  specif ic  subject  from a broad range of  

topics.  This  al lows variety for  the students and guarantees that  whole 
c lasses wi l l  not  be looking for  the same materials  in  the l ibrary.  

 
•  Consu l t  w i th  a  l ib rar ian about  the requ i rements  o f  the ass ignment  and the 

ava i lab i l i t y  o f  re levant  pr in t  and e lec t ron ic  resources .   The l ib rary  i s  cont inua l ly  
chang ing;  new sources  and ways o f  access ing in format ion change everyday.   Ask  
your  l i a i son l ib rar ian to  eva luate  the resources .  

 
•  Avoid referr ing students to specif ic  journals  to f ind art ic les on their  topics 

unless browsing wi l l  serve a purpose.   Browsing is  not  the best  approach to 
most research for  novice researchers.   Students wi l l  general ly  have more 
success i f  they are referred to bibl iographic  sources (both electronic  and 
pr int)  that  wi l l  help them locate information in a var iety of  journals.  

 
•  Know l ibrary jargon.  When referr ing students to the l ibrary,  dist inguish 

between reference and reserve,  between microf i lm and microf iche,  and 



between citat ions to periodical  art ic les and periodical  indexes to c itat ions.  
Students tend to interpret  l ibrary assignments very l i teral ly .  Def ine any 
quest ionable terms.   

 
•  Di f ferent ia te  between magaz ines  and journa ls .  When you ment ion the " l ibrary  

computer"  be sure  your  s tudents  know i f  you mean the l ib rary  cata log,  the e lec t ron ic  
databases ,  the Internet  Resources ,  or  the ent i re  l ib rary  web s i te?  

 
•  Differentiate between Internet  resources accessed through popular  search 

engines and electronic  resources subscribed to by the Library and del ivered 
via the Library's  web s ite.  Let  us help you make the dist inct ion between 
searching and research with your students.  

 
•  Give l ib rary  ass ignments  in  wr i t ing (not  ora l l y )  to  reduce confus ion and suggest  

s tudents  br ing the ass ignment  w i th  them to  the l ib rary  each t ime they go.  
 
 
 
Sample Research objectives:  
1.)  se lect  and focus an appropr iate research topic  in  a f ie ld;  s tate the topic  as 

a quest ion and l i s t  other quest ions that must be answered to address the 
topic 

 
2.)  dist inguish between popular  and scholar ly  mater ia ls  on a part icu lar  top ic;  

cons ider audience,  content ,  author,  cred ib i l i ty ,  length,  look,  language,  
sources and organizat ional  connect ions 

 
3.)  locate and evaluate the in format ion necessary to support  an argument 
 
 
EXAMPLES for Crit ical  Thinking 
 
Choose assignments that require integration of knowledge rather than 
"scavenger hunt" assignments.   
 
Assignments: 
 
1.  Use a publ ished b ib l iography to ident i fy  i tems in the l ibrary 's  onl ine cata log.  
 
2.  Contrast  two journal  art i c les or  ed i tor ia ls  f rom recent publ icat ions ref lect ing 
conservat ive and l ibera l  thought.   
 
3.  Select  two reference works that  d iscuss your  topic  and descr ibe three d ist inct  
features of  each: why would you use i t?  what quest ions would i t  answer? what 
makes i t  d i f ferent f rom other  sources in the l ibrary? Wr i te down informat ion 
about the sources in correct  c i tat ion format .  
 
Libassgfacgde/rm/fall2000


