DEGREE AND CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Early Childhood Education

The Early Childhood Education
program develops the knowledge and
skills of students interested in working in
a variety of programs for infants, toddlers
and preschool-age children. Graduates of
this program work as staff and directors
of child care centers, group supervisors in
child care centers, parent educators and
children’s museum staff members. The
program provides both a sound theoretical
foundation in principles of human growth
and development from the prenatal to the
early school years, as well as a functional
understanding of programs and curricula
appropriate to the young child. Students
participate in field experiences in child care
centers, nursery schools, kindergartens,
family child care homes and programs
providing special services for children.

Course content includes experiences
designed to enable students to demonstrate
knowledge and skills necessary for
work with young children. The program
emphasizes observation, communication
and interpersonal skills, objectivity,
maturity and nurturing behaviors.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of the
Early Childhood Education degree program
graduates will be able to:

* Accurately discuss stages of
development for young children.

* Plan developmentally-appropriate and
inclusive environments and curriculum
for young children.

Describe and demonstrate appreciation
for family diversity and structure and be
able to create an effective action plan to
respond to family issues.

* Demonstrate a commitment to
principles of ethics, communication
and advocacy aligned with the Early
Childhood profession.

Identify career opportunities open to
individuals with an Early Childhood
Education degree and indicate
knowledge of how and where to utilize
their competencies.

PROGRAM ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:

New students are required to complete
the College’s placement test prior to their
enrollment. Students identified as needing
developmental work must satisfactorily
complete the appropriate developmental
English and mathematics courses as part of
the program.

Because students will be required to
observe and work with young children in
child care agencies or family child care
settings, the ECE program requires students
to meet the requirements of the Child

Protective Services Law, 23 Pa. C.S.A.,
section 6344 (relating to prospective

child care personnel). Students must
therefore present up-to-date criminal,

child abuse, and health clearances, clearly
stating that they have no criminal record,
no child abuse record, and are free of
communicable illness prior to each of the
ECE practica. See Practicum Handbook for
more information. (Up-to-date clearance

is defined as being no more than 12

months old on the first day of working
with children.) Failure to produce up-to-
date clearances or a change of clearance
status may result in a student’s removal
from the program. A student who believes
that an error of fact has been made in
his/her removal may appeal that decision.
Information regarding the appeal procedure
will be provided with the letter of removal.
The College may consider other types

of convictions in determining eligibility

for maintaining enrollment in the Early
Childhood Education program. The Early
Childhood Education program accepts both
full-time and part-time students.

SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION
AVAILABLE:

To qualify for the special certificate
of completion in Family Child Care,
students must complete the 13 credit hours
prescribed. This program is open to those
interested in becoming family child care

providers, persons currently operating
family child care homes, as well as agency
staff with oversight responsibility for in-
home child care providers. A grade point
average of 2.0 is required in order to receive
the certificate.

PROGRAM OF STUDY AND GRADUATION
REQUIREMENTS:

To qualify for the Associate in
Applied Science (A.A.S.) Degree in Early
Childhood Education, a student must
complete a minimum of 66 credit hours
as described in the course listing on the
following page. In addition, the student
must have a cumulative grade point average
of 2.0, and a minimum grade of “C” in all
ECE courses. Only one early childhood
practicum (ECE 195, ECE 196, ECE 296)
may be repeated, and may only be repeated
once. Students employed in direct care
in a child care setting may complete one
practicum at their place of employment,
provided the site and circumstances
meet ECE program and Commonwealth
requirements. During their matriculation
in the ECE program, it is strongly
recommended that students register for
classes with designated ECE academic
advisors.

Students whose behavior is viewed as
inconsistent with professional standards
may be dropped from the curriculum
pending a departmental hearing.

(continued on next page)

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Course Number and Name

Prerequisites

Credits  Gen Ed Req.

and Corequisites

FIRST SEMESTER

ENGL 101 — English Composition I 3 ENGL 101
ECE 121 — Program Planning and Curriculum 3

Development I

ECE 111 — History and Trends in Early 3

Childhood Education

MATH 118 — Intermediate Algebra or higher 3 Mathematics
ECE 196 — Practicum in Early Childhood ECE majors only 4

Education*

SECOND SEMESTER

PSYC 101 - Introduction to Psychology 3 Social Sciences
ENGL 102 - English Composition II ENGL 101 3 ENGL 102, Info Lit

SOC 101 — Introduction to Sociology or
ANTH 112 - Cultural Anthropology

3 Am/Global Diversity

CIS 103 — PC Applications

3 Tech Comp

ECE 131 — Teacher-Parent-Child Relationships

(continued on next page)
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DEGREE AND CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

DEGREE AND CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS:

Students’ performance may be reviewed
annually, or as the individual situation
requires, to ascertain whether their skills
are appropriate for the early childhood
education field. Faculty reserve the right
to drop students from the program at any
time if they are unable to demonstrate
appropriate professional skills, ethical
behavior or satisfactory academic
performance. Students have a right to
appeal this decision. If students are
dismissed from the program, every effort
will be made to link them with counseling
and assistance to transfer to another
curriculum. All students must complete
the Early Childhood course sequence
within eight academic years of the date
of admission to the first Early Childhood
Education course.

LIFE EXPERIENCE CREDITS:

ECE majors may be eligible to apply
for up to six credits for life experience.
Interested students should contact the
program coordinator for further information
regarding the criteria and an application.
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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION, continued

Course Number and Name Prerequisites Credits  Gen Ed Req.
and Corequisites
THIRD SEMESTER
ECE 151 — Health, Safety and Nutrition 3
of Young Children
EDUC 201 - Introduction to Education ENGL 101 3
ECE 241 — Children’s Literature ENGL 101 3 Interpretive Studies
ECE 291 — Observing and Recording Techniques (ECE majors only) 3

ECE 196 or ECE 296 which
may be taken concurrently

ECE 296 — Practicum in Early Childhood 4

Education II (ECE majors only)

BIOL 106 — General Biology I 4 Natural Science
FOURTH SEMESTER

ECE 281 — Career Growth and Development or  ENGL 101 3

ECE 275 — Early Childhood Professional
Leadership

SOC 212 - Sociology of Marriage and Family =~ SOC 101 or ANTH 112 3

or PSYC 201 — Child Psychology PSYC 101

ECE 221 - Program Planning and Curriculum ENGL 101, ECE 121 3

ECE 261 — Teaching of Language Arts ENGL 101, ECE 121 3

Humanities Elective 3 Humanities
MINIMUM CREDITS NEEDED TO GRADUATE 66

General Education Requirements

All General Education requirements are met through required courses (as indicated above) except for the
Writing Intensive requirement. The Writing Intensive requirement may be met in one of two ways. Students
may choose to take Sociology 101 which is Writing Intensive. Students who choose Anthropology 112 (see
above) then must choose a Humanities elective that is designated writing intensive. A list of courses that
fulfill the Writing Intensive requirement and a more detailed explanation of the College’s general education
requirements appear elsewhere in this Catalog and on www.ccp.edu.

FAMILY CHILD GARE CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION

ECE 175 — Family Child Care Management Skills

ECE 195 - Practicum in Family Child Care*

ECE 125 — Program Planning in Family Child Care
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ECE 151 — Health, Safety and Nutrition of Young Children

* Students who complete the Family Child Care certificate of completion and the A.A.S. degree in Early
Childhood Education may take ECE 195 in lieu of ECE 196.

For More Information Contact:
The Division of Liberal Studies, Room BR-21, 1700 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, PA 19130,
Telephone (215) 751-8450; or the College Information Center (215) 751-8010.



